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49th and College Development: Part |

By Ashley Plummer
ashley@broadripplegazette.com

The average American household drives 100 miles per day.
If that fact does not make you step back and think not only of your daily commutes
and gas costs, but your carbon foot print as well, maybe it's time you thought about
the toll it will take on the next generation. If you don’t care about that, stop repding
this.
While | may not be considered the “average American household,” this fagt did
make me take a step back and look at how much | do drive on a daily bgsis. |
thought about two things then—is it because | am lazy, or is it because of where |
live (the southern end of the Meridian-Kessler neighborhood)? After much th@light,
| realized it wasn’t necessarily one thing or the other. It was more that therllg was
really nowhere (beyond the City Dog Bakery and the Paw Patch—can yoJ fell |
have a dog?) that | really desired to walk to. More often than not, it is so JmMU¢AYHVWRQHV RI KLVWRULF %URDG 5LSSOH ¢JXUHV FDQ EH IRXQG
HDVLHU IRU PH WR MXPS LQ P\ FDU DQG KHD(;Lg,jH PaL Q XWH UWK WR §oU G 5LSSOH, RU
minutes south to downtown for food, entertainment or just a quick cup of qoffee O 6 h ap er é e e}_te y
with a friend. n I n m r
Then, | also realized that I do this all the time...and | also use that as the fegse[onn p. Hague
when people ask why | live where | live. | usually start by saying “I live in[the :

Meridian-Kessler neighborhood, which is great because | have such a quick dRd@d@broadripplegazette.com

tKAbOtbh dlo(;/vn(tjo_wn and Brr(])adIR;]ppIe.r’]’ Union Chapel Cemetery has announced the establishment of an informational
Waylde : 'Ob rve mé)r?ftl an | thought. I e “ live in the Meridi Website. This historic north-side cemetery with over 10,500 gravesites was estab:
ouldn' it be wonderiul, at some point, to tell people "l live in the Meridigfisy o jn 1823 and it is the burial location of many generations of Broad Ripple

Kessler Neighborhood, one of the most walkable and community driven neig @r?cﬁ northern Marion County residents. The new Website should be of interest to

hoods in Indianapolis. | live here because, similar to Broad Ripple and the-Nlassa readers who are interested in Broad Ripple

chusetts Avenue area downtown, | never have to drive anywhere.” ) . . : . . i

Believe it or not, one look at a map of our city streets will prove to anyone th tt@%éourlig]hcﬁggl S;Tetery Esg?éé’ylo.ﬁgle bvl:,re'?sﬁge;’ I?)r;gtg] dfir:l:;)l’/]é]?n-
Meridian-Kessler neighborhood is the prime location for a pedestrian-driven ai@anapolis, IN = 46240 ternet aWww.unionchapelcemeterv.com _
economically thriving community. In fact, the intersection at 49th St. and Cdllege17) 252-5883 The Union Chapel Website offers infor
Avenue lies right in the middle of not only the most densely populated area |of the

. ) : . . .unionchapelcemetery.com mation about the history of the Cemetery;
city, but also in the perfect location to realize what city planners at the turn pf the" maps showing the location of the Cemetery

20th century realized—Indianapolis can be—and needs to be—a walkable it)tD G WKH RI,FH GHWDLOHG PDSV RI DOO RI WKH
0

Over the past 60 or so years, the qulege Avenue corridor has pecome nothi 948 pation regulations, important dates, and a photographic tour of the Cemetery
more than the route many people drive through to get from their far north ho eﬁhtg

downtown and back again. However, when the city of Indianapolis annexed t ed
from Maple Road (now 38th St.) up to what was then the “town” of Broad Ripp
famous landscape architect George Kessler came in to redesign the area as partoftis

ambitious municipal plan which included networks of parks and boulevards-to acea—my hat goes off to you.

nect the area neighborhoods to the downtown heart of Indianapolis. | decided to start writing for the Broad Ripple Gazette again when | saw that there
As the city continued to devote money to the area, roads vastly improvednwaschew discussion arising about potential development at the 49th and Cellege in
a streetcar trolley system was constructed by the Indianapolis and Broad Rignslection. After having discussions with community leaders and others, | realized
Transit Company. The turning point that headed directly north to Broad Rippletiaisthis discussion was not new—it had continued from the 2005 project beginning
the intersection at 49th and College. Beginning around this time and throughrteprivate investors have now poured around $4 million to date into research sur
1950s and 1960s, College Avenue, especially the intersection at 49th St., wasroomding the redevelopment of the area. Basically, | have been asleep at the whee
to numerous thriving businesses and services that provided for people fromBilte| have been given that chance by the Gazette to write again—and for the nex
Meridian-Kessler Neighborhood. few issues, | will be writing about why it is so vital to our community (and the en
After a population boom in the 1920s for the Meridian-Kessler Neighborhdod, Broad Ripple community) that we convince our leaders that the "By Design”
JURZWK FRQWLQXHG DW D VORZHU SDFH LQ Wihédé¢velopfight DN\streegiehllQlIbcatéd ieihibérioBdEomerOsHaBId XS on® @) Gul
the wealthy continued their northern migration beyond the city limits. The-noghbUVW SULRULWLHY LWK WKH LQFRPLQJ JRYHUC
HUQ ALJKW ZKLFK FRXOG EH DUJXHG LV WK Hprovidstho e FeonQmicFSHnmuR the ReFtih. BtGheh Qrew HiFoRt QdrnLirity
invisible hands as well as personal decisions, continued (and continues...), btedegelopment is now.

obvious problem was that when the people moved, the businesses went with tRéase stay tuned and continue reading. The idea of a walkable community for
It can be argued today that almost every intersection on College Avenue sotikie dfleridian-Kessler Neighborhood could soon be a reality that would boost the
52nd Street has more vacant buildings and failed (or failing) businesses than iedoasmic standing not just for local businesses within the walkable grid, but for the
open and thriving. residents and homeowners that have made the decision to call the Meridian-Kessle
And to those of you currently trying to promote economic development in tésghborhood their home.

Gazette will be running an article soon about the operations and grounds
ﬁéapading program that the Union Chapel Cemetery is implementing.
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